on January soth had written, eOn the first anniversary of the
National Socialist revolution I am moved, my dear Ernst Rohm,
to thank thee for the imperishable services which thou hast
rendered the National Socialist movement and the German
nation and to assure thee how thankful I am to Providence that
I may describe such a man as thee as my friend and comrade.5

Ernst shot, Ernst who a few weeks before had been sent on
the streets with other Nazi stars with a collecting box for some
Nazi charity and had been mobbed by thousands of adoring
Berlin flappers.

I drove past the Press Club in the Tiergartenstrasse, which
had a tennis court in its garden on which the windows of the
Reichswehr Ministry looked down. I had played tennis there
that morning, with Quentin Reynolds, I think. The Reichs-
wehr Ministry, the father of this mass execution, had towered
above us, placid, inscrutable and invulnerable. Sometimes an
officer or a woman clerk came to a window and watched the
play for a moment, then disappeared, and the Reichswehr
Ministry resumed its wonted featureless calm, with no sign of
hurry or worry or even life, while at Munich and out at Lichter-
felde and even in the Wilhelmstrasse half a mile away men were
being shot in bedrooms, in prison cells, against walls, in offices,
in their flats.

Then I drove on past the Bendlerstrasse, until there was a
block in the traffic, and a taxi coming from the opposite direc-
tion halted alongside me. In it sat a woman, weeping. She
neither looked right nor left nor dried her eyes, but just stared
straight in front of her and the tears ran down her face and I
watched her until the jam of cars broke up and she was carried
past me. She was young and rather pretty and, I suppose,
somebody's wife. That morning, as I imagine, her husband had
been a Nazi star, with a smart uniform, an expensive car,
cohorts of saluting subordinates, and they were both living in a
brave new world and now quite suddenly he was dead and she
didn't know why.

I saw on the kerbstone a fiiend, a Spanish Catholic journal-
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